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of feeding the multitudes in that desolate place.1 And a little before
our Saviour's passion, certain Gentiles, desirous to see Christ, made their
first address to Philip, and by him and St Andrew obtained that favour.
Our Saviour, in the discourse he made to his disciples immediately after
his last supper, having promised them a more clear and perfect knowledge
of his heavenly Father than they had had hitherto, St Philip cried out,
with a holy eagerness and impatience, " Lord, show us the Father, and
it sufficeth us." From which words our Saviour took occasion to inculcate
afresh a steady belief of his divinity, and perfect equality with the Father,
saying, " So long a time have I been with you (teaching you who I am both
by my words and actions), and have you not known me ? (If you beheld
me with the eyes of faith such as I really am, in seeing me you would see
the Father also, because) I am in the Father, and the Father is in me.*' a

- After our Lord's ascension the gospel was to be preached to the whole
world by a few persons who had been eye-witnesses of his miracles, and
were enabled, by the power of the Holy Ghost, to confirm their testimony
concerning him by doing the like wonderful works themselves. That
this might be accomplished, it was necessary that the disciples should
quickly disperse themselves into all parts of the world. St Philip accord-
ingly preached the gospel in the two Phrygias, as Theodoret and Eusebius
assure us from undoubted monuments. St Polycarp, who was only con-
verted in the year 80, enjoyed his conversation for some time,3 consequently
St Philip must have lived to a very advanced age. It appears, from a
passage of Polycrates, quoted by Eusebius,4 that he was buried at Hiera-
polis, in Phrygia, which city was indebted to his relics for its preservation
by continual miracles, as is averred by the author of the sermon on the
twelve apostles, attributed to St Chrysostom.6 An arm of St Philip was
brought from Constantinople to Florence in 1 204, whereof we have an
authentic history in the Bollandists. The Orientals keep his festival on
the 1 4th of November; the Latins on the ist of May, with St James.
His body is said to be in the church of SS. Philip and James, in Rome,
which was dedicated to God under their name in 560. The Emperor
Theodosius, in a vision, received from St John the Evangelist and St
Philip the assurance of victory over the tyrant Eugenius, the morning
before the battle, in 394, as Theodoret relates.6

From St Philip we must particularly learn an ardent love of God
and desire to see the Father. He asked only this favour, because this
was his only desire. Is it ours? Do we feel it so perfectly as to extinguish
all inordinate earthly affections and desires in our breasts? Do we employ
the proper means to attain to this happy disposition? To obtain it, let
us employ the succour of this apostle's prayers, and by disengaging our

